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Erler scld he wished to discuss two questions. One of then 
was Corlln end the other was NATO strategy. I said that t had 
Just returned from Germany where I had delivered « speech v.hich 
outlined certain Ideas, and that Loth General Schnez and Von 
Hase of the foreign Office had said they had read It with care 
tind found themselves In agreement. Erler said ho hed also 
read the speech ond found himself In agreement. He 6ald there 
were certain points of ©riphesls, however, on which he thought 
German views end U.S. views might still differ. I agreed 
with this but pointed out that It would be helpful If we could 
Identify a rial or area of common agreement. Then we could 
discuss with greater precision those other points whera wo 
lied somewhat differing views. Erlcr ogrced. 

Ho then referred to Strauss' recent speech before the 
Bundestag, end said that he thought this represented a consider- 
able Improvement In Strauss' views. Strauss now had publicly 
coanltted himself to the opinion that the U.S. President's voice 
should be controlling In the last Analysis. Previously, Strauss 
had believed that European nc.ibe.rs of NATO should have an Inde- 
pendent power of decision and that Geroany might play a special 
role In thot context. Ho said that It was his, Erler's opinion, 
that a European nuclear force would be disastrous to the cohesion 
of the AlUonce. I *ald I also doubted Its advisability. 

Erlcr then referred to the information program end hoped 
wo roally Intruded to give the Information the Germans now 
anticipated receiving. Ho referred to the proposal that we 
agree not to withdraw nuclear weapons without Gentian concurrence. 
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I *ald this would re M uire careful wording if wo we-ra rot to h.ve 
any Misunderstanding IZrlar then referred to the proposal that 
fere«. concurrence fc« obulned before weapons stationed In Gor^ny 
ware used. | did not ccxnoent. 

trier went on to say thot he did not see the noed for c 
fnultilataral force. I ,ald that v* might very veil e £9 tn propose 
such « force for consideration, trier said that In his view 
It w« absolutely essential thot the United Slotes president 
retain his responsibility for the release of warheads. He thought 
this was Iniportont to the full effectiveness of th« deterrent 
In Soviet eyes. 

I then outlined our view* « s to why a inultl lateral force 
night be desirable. 

Erlor then turned the discussion to the question of Berlin 
He stressed urn seriousness of the August 13th development. I * 
TTtha U J° ln * that thl *»« a, *° * *"lous political quC stlon 
It SI ti ~ J ,,at I raen V ,n the »•*. thought «e should have acted 
■t the time. | pointed out that no on« In Berlin or In West 
Germany hod advocated the use of force at the tine. Erlcr oon- 
eurrud. saying that Carlo Schmidt was the only person who had 
raised a contrary voice. Crier questioned, however, the soundness 

£rPMn«T l J nU ? J,Cy p!o "? ,n * at t!ie U ™ ° f the Forc, S^ Ministers' 
Meeting In P.rl. preceding Aug-st l 3 th. As he understood It. no 

?n"lifi « < l fCaS ' b,e f ° r tf,C Co ™ l *t* to cot the City 

In half He referred to an associate of his who even before 
August 3th had polntod out to tl.o Americans In Mrlfn the 
posslb Ilty that the Corrnunlsts night do thlt. end bed c -pressed 
the opinion thet thay could succeed If they were sufficiently 
brutal r, their meens of execution. I counted that the opinion 
at too tin* of i,,c Paris acting had In fact been that It would 
not be possible for the Communists to c u t the City In h*|f, but 

City to cut off th« flow of refugees. 

trior tlKsn talked about the leak with respect to the U S 
suggested negotiating position. He said he fcn-w nothing about 
this except what he read In the pepcrs. He suggested, however, 
that wo look carefully fit the question of whether a distinction 
should not be ^e between civilian ircffle. military tratHc and 

ccnt™U~V, t,*"1 °° rCaS ° n W!,V c,vi,lon *»fflc 6 !,ould not be 
controlled by the International Access Authority. He thought wa 
should not subject our military traffic to International control 
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Thl* Vfou!d ter-d *o u?^ennli>a the clarity of our occupation right*. 
H« also thought that to put air access undor International control 
n-ould bo dangerou!;. As to participation In tha |ntarr»ot.onnl Access 
Authority, ho thouyht It was one thing to have the Cast Getaan 
representative put on a par with the Ve»t Ganr<an representative. 
hut quit* * different thing to hove the Cast Gerr-en representative 
put on » par with tlio U.S. He, therefore, suggested that th« 
position of tho four powars be differentiated from "the potltlon 
of the other t^eahers of the Authority. To put the East Gernans on 
a par with the United States uouid to tentar.x>unt to recognition of 
the r«r,;jnclet!on of hope for rein! flection. 

Erlor said he hoped we would not give nuclear Information 
to the French.. He thought this would increase pressure In Germany 
for a nuclear force of It* own. I stated that U.S. policy was 
and continued to ba that we would not e&slst In the further develop- 
ment of national nuclear capabilities 

Erler then discussed the Internal political scene In Germany, 
lie snld that Strauss' chances to succeed Adenauer hod been seriously 
diminished, at least for the r.oxt few years. Me referred to 
Brcntono's efforts to diminish Schrocrfcr's chances. He thought 
trhardt was tha Hkoly candidate, tit that Kroone nlrjht be a dark 
horse. He said that Kroeno */ould he fine from the SfU standpoint. 
Ho thought they could easily defeat hlw In an election, but 
that he *:ould be a poor Chancellor fro/a the standpoint of German 
Interests. He spoke favorably of Mocller as an up~ccoilng person 
In the SPD. Ha also spole favorably of Hohrjt ScJtutdt and of his 
rftcent book On military strategy. 
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